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“For the glory of God and the furtherance of the Gospel”

"THE Standard For Truth"
BY Linus A. Mathis IlI

There are many people who don't
believe that absolute truth exists.
Pontius Pilate was one such
individual.

John 18:37

Pilate therefore said unto him
[Jesus], Art thou a king then?
Jesusanswered, Thou sayest that
| am a king. To this end was |
born, and for this cause came |
intotheworld, that | should bear
witnessuntothetruth. Every one
that is of the truth heareth my
voice.

Pilate saith unto him, What is
truth? And when he had said
this, he went out again unto the
Jews, and saith untothem, | find
in him no fault at all.

Many Bible scholars contend that
Pilate's question was a scor nful one.
But his actions seem to refute that.
He appears to be, as most men are
today, perplexed regarding the
existence of truth. In histime (asin
ours) there was a deluge of
philosophy and religion. Roman
mythology is still presented in our
schools and many a modern man
adaptshislifetopracticeand preach
"ancient” philosophies. Ahh, the
wisdom of the antediluvian!!! There
really is nothing new in these heady
pursuits. Today's renaissance man
might think thereis, but that doesn't
makeit so.

Ecclesastes 1:9
The thing that hath been, it is

that which shall be; and that
which isdoneisthat which shall
be done: and there is no new
thing under the sun.

I know! We have made discoveries
and advancements. Our technology
has reached extraordinary heights,
but that isn't what Ecclesiastes is
addressing. Man is no different
today than when God first made,
formed and created Adam and put
him in the garden (Eden). You can
put a three piece suit on him, strap
him in the space shuttle, put a palm-
top computer in his hand, a lap-top
on hislap and adesk-top on hisdesk.
But, he's still a man. And inside he
gtill needs truth, for he'll always
need God. He may look different on
the outside because of " man-made”
contrivances but "inside work"
belongsto God. I ncidently, confusion
can be added to thelist of things not
new under the sun. And that because
of so many "reference” centers.

You see, Pilate was just as confused
as men are today. He was to the
place (as so many are) that he didn't
think truth could exist. Hisquestion,
"What is truth?" was a good one.
Perhaps he didn't really want an
answer though, because the Son of
God didn't give him one. But, had he
pur sued hisquestion, | have nodoubt
he would eventually have gotten it
answered.

What then is truth? Jesus Christ
gave usa simple answer asrecorded
in this wonderful prayer to the
Father found in the gospel of John.

John 17:17
Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word istruth.

The Word of God is truth. Truth is
not established by what men think or
do. It is what God has spoken. His
Word isabsolutetruth. What men do
is, at best, nothing more than fact.
And what men think isoften nothing
mor e than flawed conjecture. Truth
isthat which is the same yester day,
today and forever. Truth is that
which isthe same for you asit isfor
me. All of God'sWord istrueand all
of HisWord is Truth!

Psalms 119:160

Thy word is true from the
beginning: and every one of thy
righteousjudgmentsendureth for
ever.

Psalms 19:7-11

The law of the LORD is perfect,
convertingthesoul: thetestimony
of theLORD issure, makingwise
the smple.

The statutes of the LORD are
right, rejoicing the heart: the
commandment of the LORD is
pure, enlightening the eyes.

The fear of the LORD is clean,
enduringfor ever: thejudgments
of the LORD are true and
righteous altogether.

Moreto be desired are they than
gold, yea, than much fine gold:
sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb.

Moreover by them isthy servant
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war ned: and in keeping of them
thereisgreat reward.

Psalms 33:4

For the word of the LORD is
right; and all hisworks are done
in truth.

The Word is Truth, which is why it
behooves everyone of us to study it
diligently.

Il Timothy 2:15

Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of
truth.

Totheend that we rightly divide the
word of truth we will have the True
Word. This means open your Bible
and start reading it. This is
something many people do not do
and thusthey becomelike Pilate. Or
worse, perhaps, as this record
indicates.

[l Timothy 3:7

Ever learning, and never able to
come to the knowledge of the
truth.

They (those mentioned in Timothy)
were busy learning. Yet, they never
got tothe Truth. Why? Because they
never got totheWord. Thiscertainly
wasn't God's doing. They willfully
decided to pursue something other
than God's Word. Notice the down-
war d trend recor ded in thefollowing
ver ses.

[l Timothy 1:15

This thou knowest, that all they
which arein Asiabetur ned away
from me; of whom are Phygellus
and Her mogenes.

When they turned from Paul they

wereturning from the Truth because
he was the one teachingit.

[l Timothy 2:18

Who (Hymenaeus and Philetus)
concer ning the truth have erred,
saying that the resurrection is
past already; and overthrow the
faith of some.

After turning from the one teaching
the Truth the next step is error
regarding the Truth.

[l Timothy 3:8

Now as Jannes and Jambres
(Egyptian magicians) withstood
M oses, so do these also resist the
truth: men of corrupt minds,
repraobate concer ning the faith.

Notice the next level, resisting the
Truth. Things are getting worse,
aren't they?

[l Timothy 4:4

And they shall turn away their
earsfrom the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables [muthos -
myths, fiction, falsehoods).

Not only did they turn away their
ears from the Truth but they turned
tofables. You can't simply turn from
the Truth and leaveit at that. Oh no!
Not if the Devil and your old man
sin-nature have anything to say
about it. What a far cry from God's
desirefor man.

| Timothy 2:4

Who will have all men to be
saved, and to come unto the
knowledge [precise and correct
knowledge] of the truth [God's
Word].

Today, as in times past, people are
deceived regarding the Truth. One
way this can happen is via an
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experience. Sometimes when a
per son has an experience it becomes
for them a standard. This can
happen as a result of anything seen,
heard, felt or tasted. But usually only
if the experience is such that the
individual considered it to be
phenomenal or super natural. When
anyonehasan extr aor dinary episode
(especially onethey consider " good")
they are tempted to think that it
came from God. They are further
tempted to relate this happening to
others and fill in the "details"
assigning all credit to God. Thisthey
do never checking their experience
against the written Word of God.
This credits much more trust to the
five senses then they are due and is
VERY dangerous. To say that the
senses can be wrong is an
understatement of immense
proportion. I'll give you an example
to consider.

Genesis 3:1-8

Now the ser pent was mor e subtle
than any beast of the field which
the LORD God had made. And
he said unto the woman, Yea,
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of
every tree of the garden?

And the woman said unto the
serpent, We may eat of the fruit
of the trees of the garden:

But of the fruit of the tree which
isinthemidst of the garden, God
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it,
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye
die.

And the serpent said unto the
woman, Ye shall not surely die:

For God doth know that in the
day yeeat thereof, then your eyes
shall be opened, and ye shall be
as gods, knowing good and evil.
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And when the woman saw that
the tree was good for food, and
that it was pleasant to the eyes,
and atreeto be desired to make
one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and gave
also unto her husband with her;
and hedid eat.

And the eyes of them both were
opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig
leaves together, and made
themselves aprons.

And they heard the voice of the
LORD God walking in the
garden in the cool of theday: and
Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of
theLORD God amongst thetrees
of the garden.

Eve heard something that enticed
her. She saw what looked good to
her. It certainly was supernatural
and shethought it to be pleasant. She
had an experience. What she failed
to do was check her senses against
the Word of God. She had the Word
but chose to follow her senses. The
end result was that both sheand her
husband lost their spiritual
connection with God. They were all
too aware of their spiritual
"nakedness' and instead of a warm
intimate relationship with Him now
they hid in fear. As you well know,
because of this, sin and death passed
upon ALL mankind. Was her
experiencefrom God?No, it wasnot!
But she had an experience none the
less. All of us are still subject to the
same devilish subtlety and deceit
today.

Il Corinthians 11:3,4

But | fear, lest by any means, as
the ser pent beguiled Evethrough
his subtilty, soyour mindsshould

be corrupted from the smplicity
that isin Christ.

For if he that cometh preacheth
another Jesus, whom we have not
preached, or if yereceiveanother
spirit, which ye have not
received, or another gospel,
which ye have not accepted, ye
might well bear with him.

Oneway he (the Devil) doesthisisby
giving bogus experiences. You can
ascertain the genuine from the
counterfeit only by becoming an
expert inthegenuine. Toknow if any
experienceyou haveisfrom God you
must know HisWord. Likewise with
receiving another spirit, another
gospel or another Jesus. You must be
familiar with the real thing.
EVERYTHING must be checked
against the written Word of God.

| Timothy 4:1,2

Now the Spirit speaketh
expresdly, that in the latter times
[sincethe day of Pentecost] some
shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing
[misleading, deceiving] spirits,
and doctrines of devils,

Speaking lies in hypocrisy;
having their conscience seared
with a hot iron;

They're out there! Men and devil
spirits looking to deceive by false
doctrinesand lies. That'stheir whole
purposein life. How areyou going to
know if you are hearing a devilish
doctrine if you aren't familiar with
the doctrine of God's Word? That
also holds true for personal
experiences.

Il Thessalonians 2:7-13
For the mystery of iniquity doth
already work: only he who now
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letteth will let, until he be taken
out of the way.

And then shall that Wicked be
revealed, whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his
mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming:

Even him, whose coming is after
the working of Satan with all
power and signs and lying
wonders,

And with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that
perish; becausethey received not
the love of the truth, that they
might be saved.

And for thiscause God shall send
them strong delusion, that they
should believe alie:

That they all might be damned
who believed not the truth, but
had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Thisis a future event but the same
principlesarein order now. That is,
the Devil can producesignsand lying
wonders. Why he does this is to
deceive. This works exceptionally
well on those who are destitute of
Truth. But even those of uswho are
instructed in the Word need to be
wary of the deception of the
Adversary.

Verse 13:

But we are bound to give thanks
alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the L ord, because God
hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth:

Aren't we blessed that our God has
made so many wonder ful provisions
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for us that we be not deceived. He
gave us His spirit so that we can
discer nthe spiritual natureof things.
We have His Word which clearly
spells out the genuine from the
counter feit. And He also gave usfive
ministriesto keep us on the ball.

Ephesians 4:11-14

And he gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets, and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers,

For the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of
Christ:

Till we all come in the unity of
thefaith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ:

That we henceforth be no more
children, tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the deight of men,
and cunning cr aftiness, whereby
they liein wait to deceive;

There is no reason to get deceived.
Unless, you neglect the Word, the
minister and thespirit of God within
you. You are the only one who can
study His Word for you. There's
nothing toit but to doit.

Always remember that the ONLY
standard for Truth is the written
Word of God. Don't fall intothetrap
of elevating your experiences above
God'sHoly Word. Experiencescome
and go but the Word of the Lord
liveth and abideth forever.

| John 4:1-6
Beloved, believe not every spirit,
but try the spirits whether they

are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the
world.

Hereby know ye the Spirit of
God: Every spirit that confesseth
that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh isof God:

And every spirit that confesseth
not that Jesus Christ is come in
thefleshisnot of God: and thisis
that spirit of antichrist, whereof
ye have heard that it should
come; and even now already isit
in theworld.

Ye are of God, little children,
and have overcome them:
because greater is he that is in
you, than hethat isin the world.

They are of the world: therefore
speak they of the world, and the
wor Id heareth them.

We are of God: he that knoweth
God heareth us; he that is not of
God heareth not us. Hereby
know we the spirit of truth, and
the spirit of error.

kkkk*k

Add This to Your

List of Responsibilities
by Sue Mathis

Each day, we as wives, mothers and
housekeepers are responsible for
many things. Get the kids up, make
breakfast, pack lunches, make sure
all the homework is done and
brought to school, take care of the
man of the house, etc., etc., etc.

Our lives are busy. | know mine is.
There is always something to be
done. But there is more to our busy
lives as Christian women than we
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would even think. Proverbs 31 lays
out the description of a woman who
has it all together. She does
ever ything expected of her and more.

There is one verse | would like to
takeacloser look at. Many timesit is
read over and not given much
thought, but it isan integral part of
our lives. The verse is Proverbs
31:18b, " ...Her candle goeth not out
by night."

In eastern lands, each home had a
small oil lamp. It wasa shallow bowl
filled with oil and had awick. It was
the woman's responsibility to make
sure this lamp remained lit at all
times. We might ask our selves why
this was so. The light of that lamp
represented the presence of God in
that home. An example of the light
representing God's presence is
clearly set forth in | Samuel 3. God
called Samuel to be his man before
thelight if HisWord went out in the
temple because of the sin of Eli. In
the eastern home, dire consequences
cameupon awoman if sheweretolet
the candle go out. It meant she was
slothful in her dutiesto God and her
family.

Today, we don't keep an actual
candle or lamp burning in our
homes, but the presence of God still
needsto bediligently attended to. As
the woman of the home, it is ill
your responsibility to figuratively
"keep the candle burning.”

What does thismean? It meansa lot
of thingsbut ssmply put, it meansit's
your job tomake sureyour homeisa
blessing. Is your husband blessed
when he walks in the house? Are
your children? Isyour home a safe-
haven for them after dealingwith the
world all day? If not, how can you
make it so?
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Keeping aclean, clutter freehomeis
apart of it. Weknow that ever ything
gives off something. Sure, none of us
would hang a picture of the devil on
our living room wall, but what about
the things that aren't so obvious?
The pile of books that you've been
meaning to get rid of, the things on
the walls that really don't do
anything for you, the bottles of
alcohal in the cupboard. Don't you
think they add to the spiritual
atmosphere of your home?
Everything does.

As the guardian of the home (a
guar dian isonewhowatchesover), it
isyour duty before God tomakesure
your home is spiritually pleasant.
Maybe it's time for all of usto look
about our houses with spiritual eyes
and get rid of things that aren't a
blessing. Thisisagood placeto start
on your quest to become a better
guardian. For some, thisis a major
undertaking, but there are
systematic ways of gpiritually
cleaning house. Try oneroom or one
closet at atime. Feel the difference!

Thewoman described in Prover bs31
sets an extremely high example. But
it is not an impossible goal. Hard
work, determination and a solid
walk with God will get usall tothe
place where we can say, "I am the
guar dian of my homeand | doagood
job."

k*kkk*k

The Counselor's Corner

With Rev. Linus A. Mathis 111
Taught By The Experts

Today's children are advantaged in
ways previousdy undreamed of. The
products they handle have been
produced using the latest and most

innovative manufacturing methods.
The gaming deviceswebuy them are
so electronically advanced that
twenty year sago the thought of such
toyswould have been in the category
of science fiction. The movies and
videosthey view have been produced
in the finest studios in the world.
Computerized special effects are so
well executed that even the experts
are hard pressed to differentiate
between reality and illusion. The
actors (especially the action-hero
types) are so believablein their roles
you are almost certain that in real
life they are just like the character
they portray. Animation studioshave
developed their craft to such a high
quality that at times the animation
appears to be "live action." The
voice work done for each cartoon
character isbeyond compare. Props,
costuming, make-up, and set design
have been brought to new levels of
historic accuracy. The attention to
detail is most impressive. Not to
mention robotics, prosthetics,
digitalized audio and computer
enhanced graphics. And thenthere's
the action figure sets. Nothing is
missed, the realisn obtained in
reproducing each character is
impeccable. Even theaccessoriesare
carefully made so asto be precisein
every way.

No wonder today's children are so
good at executing violent crimes!
They've been taught by the experts.
Violent video games, movies,
cartoons, heros and music have been
masterful educators. All this under
the pretense of "entertainment!"
Whether we caretoadmit it or not a
child'smind isdesensitized tohuman
suffering by continual exposure to
violence and mayhem. Asamatter of
fact so isan adult's. | don't wish to
offend the tender sensibilities of
anyone's creative energy (artist,
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movie-maker or manufacturer), they
most certainly are good at what they
do. | doubt if there has ever been a
higher level of expertise in any
endeavor. But, if YOU areinterested
in YOUR child's maturation and
behavior you might consider
carefully screening any and all
electronic baby-sitters. Including
movies, cartoons and music.

So, rather than a gaming device, how
about encour aging your child to play
a musical instrument? Instead of a
video how about abook. And, oh yes,
you oversee the selection. Outdoor
activities are something worth
considering. Chores around the
house (or a job if age appropriate)
will definitely cureany boredom and
nothing compares to helping out a
neighbor. There's no shortage of
community service groups either.
Any good church youth ministry
would bedelighted to help your child
with moremeaningful activities. And
let's not forget scouting and 4-H.
Consider some of these alter natives
to "modern entertainment” and
you're sure to find something
satisfactory and fruitful. Regardless
of what activities you direct your
child to, you dare not abdicate your
role as parent.

Ephesians 6:4 And, ye fathers
[parents], provoke not your
children to wrath: but bring
them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.

God expectsthe parentsto bring up
thelittleonesand He will help you to
be expert at it. He also promises
great reward if you do.

Proverbs22:6 Train up achildin
the way he should go: and when
heisold, hewill not depart from
it.
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Start with the basics. Simple things
like love and kindness are easily
taught as arerespect and obedience.
You as the parent have all that is
needed to be a true pro. You have
love for the child. With love you
cannot go wrong. Love iswhat gives
you thewherewithal tobetopsin any
field. Love will always see you
through.

| Corinthians 13:8a Charity
[love] never faileth: . ..

A good principle to establish this
month would be thankfulness.
Notice, | said thankfulness. We all
like to have our kids say thank you
but there's a big difference between
saying thank you and beingthankful.
Thankfulnessisan attitude of heart.
We should say thank you because
that's polite but we also need to be
thankful. Both are learned and
therefore need to be taught. This
will blessyou, your child and God.

1 John 1:41 rejoiced greatly that
| found of thy children walking
in truth, as we have received a
commandment from the Father.

Be sure to teach them thankfulness
toward God, He'sdue it. Every day
and in every way!

The attitude of gratitude
is
the best state of mind

-"The Counselor’'s Corner” also
appears in Alaska Parenting
Magazine in an edited version as
“The Christian Corner” -
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